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P ERRY –

Betty Sue Blakely Dawkins, 92, passed away peacefully on Saturday, June 8,
2024, at Life Spring Church Home Rehabilitation and Healthcare after an extended

illness. Funeral Services will be held on Monday, June 10, 2024, in the Chapel at

Watson-Hunt Funeral Home. A private interment will be held in Andersonville
National Cemetery where she will be laid to rest with her beloved husband. In lieu of

flowers, the family respectfully requests memorial contributions to First Baptist
Church of Perry, 1102 Main Street, Perry, GA 31069.

Betty was born on July 21, 1931, in Laurens, South Carolina, to the late William Hugh Blakely and
the late Elizabeth Paul Blakely. Upon graduation from high school, she married her high school

sweetheart and love of her life, Robert “Henry” Dawkins. A homemaker all of her life, Betty
worked hard to create a loving and encouraging environment in which to raise her family. She

also worked as a kindergarten teacher for Houston County Board of Education for twenty-two
years, helping to provide a firm foundation on which the students’ education would rest. Betty
was a member of the Akikta Club of Perry, a ladies’ service organization. She enjoyed bake sales

and various fundraisers through the years with her friends in the club. A long-time member of
First Baptist Church of Perry, she attended the Joy Sunday School Class.

Mrs. Dawkins was preceded in death by her parents; her brother-in-law, Michael R. Dawkins; her

sister, Hariette A. Green; and most recently, her loving and devoted husband of seventy-four
years, Henry Dawkins.

Left to cherish the memories they made with Betty are her son and daughter-in-law, Robert Paul
and Cindy Dawkins of Laurens, South Carolina; her daughter and son-in-law, Kathy D. and
William H. “Bill” Hightower, IV, of Thomaston; her granddaughters, Lindsey E. Dawkins ( Justin)

of Simpsonville, South Carolina, Madison O. Pope (Johnny) of Valdosta, and Meredith H. Melton
(Jordan) of Hartsville, South Carolina; his great-granddaughters, Avery Pope of Valdosta, Blakely
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Ann Melton of Hartsville, and Taylor Pope of Valdosta; her great-grandson, Julian Rhys
Thomason; and several nieces, nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews.

Condolences for the family may be left in the online guestbook at www.watsonhunt.com. Watson-
Hunt Funeral Home has been entrusted with the arrangements.
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Funeral

Watson - Hunt Funeral Home

1208 Main Street, Perry GA 31069

Cemetery Details

Andersonville National Cemetery

496 Cemetery Road, Andersonville GA 31711
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KK Kaye Kitchens posted:

Ms Betty was the para pro for my son in kindergarten. Her sweetness and maternal kindness made a

lasting impression on my son who (he’s 43 now) to this day remembers her with such fondness. She

was a precious lady.

June 10 at 6:24 PM

JC Jane Collier posted:

I loved both Mr. Henry and Ms. Betty…. They were such good, wonderful people. I will always

remember them when I drive down the street where they lived. God bless, and many prayers.Jane

Collier

June 10 at 6:27 AM

ML Melanie Loggins posted:

I was privileged to work with Betty at Perry Elementary for 10 years. She was my rock, my right hand,

and my biggest supporter. I loved her dearly, and she will always be remembered as one of the most

precious I have ever known.

June 10 at 6:20 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring BETTY SUE by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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